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On July 4, over 50,000 students, teachers and union leaders marched through downtown Buenos
Aires, protesting government plans to semi-privatize public schools and demanding pay increases
for teachers. The demonstration was the largest against the government of President Carlos Menem
since October 1989. Thousands of grammar school children and high school students joined hands
with parents and teachers, many singing or chanting "No to the new education law," and "We
are for a free and public school." The apparently peaceful march followed a 24-hour nationwide
teachers' strike that closed public schools July 3. Police barricaded principal roads in the entire
downtown area hundreds of city blocks for at least five hours at peak rush hour, causing massive
traffic jams. If approved, the administration's new legislation would require some parents to pay
a certain amount of money for public education and would call for the private sector to help fund
schools. Critics assert that private financing cannot be counted on. On Friday, President Menem
said, "Those who are hurt by this strike attitude are not just the students, but also the teachers who
are not going to get paid for the days they don't work." The march was the fourth against Menem's
education bill in two weeks and the second strike. (Source: United Press International, 07/04/92)
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